East Merritt Island
Community Association

East Memtt‘im A ociatior ~
OCTOBER 8th speakers are:

Trish Bass, Debbie Fisher and Alexis Gragg. They will be here to discuss Medicare, ACA Marketplace Health
Insurance along with senior living placement / home services. Trish & Debbie will highlight some of the basics
of health insurance and share local resources that are available to Brevard residents. Alexis will share infor-
mation on Care Patrol, which helps families with various levels of care for aging mom and dad...... for seniors
when they need to consider their options for additional care. Whether that is finding the right assisted / inde-
pendent living facility or receiving personal care at home.

Our Board PRESIDENT’S CORNER

PRESIDENT The 360° of Our Community

Richard Cripps As I scan the horizon from my home off of North Banana River Drive (NBD)
UEIECY RS ELEIOHUEIREEIN | [00king cast over the Banana River, I see dynamic growth. Starting with the Space
VICE PRESIDENT Ce.nter With plans for nearly 200 launches in 2925 to the Port with ever bigger '
Bob Wise ships with an expected peak 45,000 daily transitioning passengers, the new aquari-
bobwise32952 um, Jetty Park, & Cocoa Beach entering a development stage with new hotels &
@bellsouth.net restaurants. But I’m not done yet. Facing south I see an old hospital with the va-
cated site offering possibilities and then moving westward to the new hospital site
& becoming a catalyst for renewal in an area that has flatlined for the last 30
years. Finally, I turn northwest and envision the Brightline Cocoa train station,
which will provide opportunities to connect to other parts of Florida. Quite a pic-
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TREASURER ture!. This growth will bring as many challenges. While the lagoon appears to be
Lisa Ruckman stabilizing, there is still so much that has to be done to preserve what is the natural
lisa.ruckman@yahoo.com resource that makes our slice of Merritt Island so special. Infrastructure in terms
MEMBER RETENTION septic, storm water mitigation, & roadways will be contentious (& expensive).
Laura Hanson So being in the middle of all this, where do we, as a community stand? We are

ENEIEL NI NJEEEIReel | in an unincorporated area of Brevard County, which means we are subject to the
jurisdiction and spending decisions outside of our immediate community. Our in-
cﬁﬁgﬁgEng‘ECTOR terests are often relegated to the agenda of the broader Brevard County concerns.
B SITE/SPONSORS It is for these reasons that the Eastern Merritt Island Community Association ex-
Aili Melton ists as a way to stay informed and when appropriate, make our collective voices
aili.melton2 @gmail.com known. We are a grass-roots organization and depend on membership and sponsor
WEB SITE ASSISTANT donations. Please consider becoming a member.

Amy Simons

- - Richard Cripps

EMIC & EAST MERRITT ISLAND COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

Please join our facebook group for all the up-to-date
information & interactive discussions among our community

SOCIAL CHAIRMAN
Cheryld Hanson
cherldthanson@gmail.com

Join us at our monthly meetings (excluding June, July, August & December)
MEETING TUESDAY, OCT 8th @ 7pm, Lighthouse Chutrch, 1250 N Banana River Dr
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Please note: Septic systems vary. Diagram {s not to scale.

the Indian River Lagoon? The Save Our Indian
River Lagoon (SOIRL) Program gets that question a
lot, and the answer might surprise you! Conven-
tional septic systems are designed to protect hu-
man health, not designed to stop nutrient pollu-
tion. Here's how they work: wastewater enters a
septic tank, where solids sink and fats rise. The
liquid in between is sent to a drain field, where it
seeps into the soil. If the drain field elevation is
high enough above the groundwater, microbes
that live in the soil above the water table will help
kill harmful pathogens—but that’s where the pro-
tection ends.

While conventional septic systems remove
some nitrogen pollution, up to 90% can still reach
groundwater and flow directly into the lagoon,
feeding harmful algae blooms. Even worse, older,
low elevation systems, poorly maintained systems
or failing systems, can leak even more pollution.
With over 53,000 septic systems treating over 1
billion gallons of sewage a year in Brevard Coun-
ty's lagoon watershed, that adds nearly 400,000
pounds of nitrogen to the lagoon annually, mak-
ing septic systems the third largest source of new
nitrogen pollution. It's time to take action and
protect our lagoon from septic pollution.

Brevard County Save Our Indian River Lagoon
Program

The Save Our Indian River Lagoon (SOIRL) Project
Plan is a lengthy document consisting of 338 pages
covering over 432 projects. It can be overwhelming
to read and understand all the details. However,
we’re here to break it down for you.

This month we will look at Seagrass Planting
(Section 4.3.4) Seagrasses are vital to the health of
the Indian River Lagoon (IRL), providing food & shel-
ter to a variety of animals. However, more than
60,000 acres of seagrass have been lost since 2011
due to harmful algal blooms. The IRL's seagrasses
help filter nutrients like nitrogen & phosphorus, sta-
bilize the ecosystem & prevent harmful algae
blooms, but when seagrass is lost, these nutrients
instead fuel harmful phytoplankton & algae growth.

Seagrass restoration efforts are critical to reviv-
ing the IRL's health. Pilot projects in Brevard County,
supported by state and local grants, aim to replant
seagrass across 1.5 acres, testing different planting
methods and monitoring the success of various
techniques. These projects will help refine ap-
proaches for large-scale restoration.

Restoring seagrass is challenging, but with pollu-
tion control, strategic planning, site selection, and

lessons from pilot studies, Brevard County is

== —_— - committed
to ensuring
successful
seagrass
recovery
in the IRL.
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SOIRL team
members preparing
seagrass shoots to be
planted to restore the =
Indian River Lagoon's
vital ecosystem

Brevard County Save Our Indian River Lagoon Program
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If you have
ever walked
past Veterans
'Memorial Park
here on Merritt
Island, you
may have
. noticed a
8  unique and
F. 3 awe-inspiring
ﬁ';' i} oak tree

W78 located in the
{ park’s south-
== cast corner just
- next to the rain
=2 garden. This
oak is one of many cared for and special for many reasons.
The shape and composition of this tree is a natural phenom-
enon referred to as inosculation — where trunks, branches
or roots of multiple trees grow together. It is biologically
similar to grafting and such trees are referred to in forestry
as gemels, which derives from the Latin word meaning
"pair". Recently, the City Arborist identified a recently
exposed cavity in the eastern most trunk. A sonic tomogra-
phy scan (similar to an ultrasound) was performed to assess
the overall health of the tree and after close inspection, de-
termined that the cavity resulted from a lightning strike that
occurred roughly 20 years ago. In addition to helping
identify the cause of the cavity, the scan showed that — de-
spite that strike — the tree is in good health and structurally
sound. It also helped estimate the age of the intertwined
trees... which for some trunks was upwards of 250 years
old! How appropriate that a tree in Veterans Memorial
Park was likely a sapling during the War for Independence!
Due to the trees’ historical status, the City will be erecting a
small fence to preserve and protect the integrity of this ma-
jestic oak for generations to come.
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EMICA
East Merritt Island

Our Next Meeting
IS October 8th

Laura Hanson
Cheryld T. Hanson

cheryldthanson@gmail.com
www.homegirlsbrevard.com
laurahomegirl@gmail.com
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Serving Merritt Island Since 1964

GREAT Design & Print Prices

NEED Business cards ¢ $65/1,000
2 sided full color ® 16pt stock ® tax & shppg incl + design cost

I g mpl

Graphic Design ® Ads ® Brochures
Custom Logos ® Retouching © Photography
Printing ® Banners ® Fine Art

Call (Smiley) Aili Melton at 954.290.3437

or email aili.melton2@gmail.com for quote

§Spne Center %

OF BREVARD

’°0°° oo

Back Pain * Shoulder Pain ¢ Sciatica
Joint Pain/Numbness * Carpal Tunnel
Headaches/Migraines * Disc Herniation

Degenerative arthritis * Injuries

Spinal Disc Decompression ¢ X-Rays on site

Spinal Rehabilitation & Physical Therapy

n2p=uneEs Oﬁ%

Josh Flinn, DC ¢ 321.453.2545
flspinecenter.com * 230 Fortenberry Rd, MI

*A/C Diagnostics & Repair
*Suspension & Alignments
*Complete Brake Service
eComputer Diagnostics
eGeneral Repairs & Maint.

@ E;g Approved

Auto Repair

Gowe Comyrlete Cor Covee Comyrany

TRIANGLE AUTO 1T

At 7PM Community Association
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LAWN CARE AND PEST CONTROL

SERVING BREVARD COUNTY SINCE 1952

Carlos S. Boyer
PRESIDENT/OWNER
Certified Pest Control Operator

321-452-4911

3625 N Courtenay Parkway
Fax 321-452-0570

Merritt Island, FL 32953

Mobile Boat Service

Specializing in:

4-Stroke
QOutboard
Motors

Electronics

v
321-333-4603

www.coastalmet.com

Boat .
Repair

Steven G. Kennedy
Owner

HANDGUN & MACHINEGUN RENTALS

125 S. Banana River Dr.
Merritt Island, FL 32953

YOUR
AD
HERE

BREVARD VETERANS MEMORIAL
CENT

(321) 453-2071

EMICA « EMIHOA.ORG
P O BOX 540511
Merritt island, FL 32954-0511

INFORM « EDUCATE * PROTECT
Annual Membership Form $15/family

Name: Email:
Address: City/State/Zip:
Newsletter: Mailed [_| Emailed [_]

|« 321.453.1776

400 S. Creek Pkwy

3

Tel:
Bring application with cash or check to the
Meeting or Mail with check to:
EMIHOA.ORG
P 0 BOX 540511
Merritt island, FL 32954-0511

East Merritt Island
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