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Join us at our monthly meetings (excluding June, July, August & December)  

MEETING TUESDAY, OCT 17th MEETING TUESDAY, OCT 17th at the Lighthouse Church, 1250 N Banana River Dr 

East Merritt Island East Merritt Island   
Homeowners Association Since 1963Homeowners Association Since 1963  
This year marks our 60th anniversary!  

 Good Day Everyone, 

 At the September meeting I had a chance to speak to the Feasibility Study 
issue and how it came to pass. After going through the timeline, I proceeded 
to answer questions from the audience. The meeting was very enlightening 
from my perspective as I anticipated more of a heated discussion than oc-
curred. I was also floored by the response when I asked the question of wheth-
er the audience wanted to learn more about the Study. It was an almost unani-
mous vote to proceed with more discussion down the road. 

 The other Speaker was Darlene Hillers from the Floridarighttoclean-
water.org. After many questions and a discussion about her representation of 
the organization, we passed out information and petitions to get signed. It is 
part of our mandate to educate our members on issues that are germane to 
their well-being. We will continue to try and bring Speakers that can provide 
valuable information to our members. 

 In the coming months we will be bringing Speakers that have come before 
to give us an update on important subjects. Our objective is to ensure that our 
members have the opportunity to keep informed and benefit from the good 

things that are happening on our side of the Island. In 
turn, we hope the members will keep coming to our 
meetings and participate in the flow of information for 
the benefit of our members. 

 Thank you and looking forward to seeing you at 
the next meeting,  October 17th. 

      Maurice J Boudreau, President  
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

October 17th speaker:  
Kelly Cover-Hough, D2 Dredging Committee chair, Brevard Marine Advisory Council, VP of Citizens For  

Florida’s Waterways, and the Governor appointed Boating Advisory Council. A local business owner,  

resident of Brevard since 1985, waterfront home owner and an avid boater, she has dedicated the last 28 

years of her life to ensuring that our younger generation will have a lagoon that is safe to use for years to 

come. She is currently working to secure additional funding from the State to help with the cost of dredging 

the residential canals of Merritt Island.  
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  Spade & Trowel Garden Club 48 Annual Christmas Home Tour 
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  After a 3 year hiatus due to Covid & its af-
termath, the Spade and Trowel Garden Club 
is once again looking forward, this year, to 
our 48th Annual Christmas Home Tour.  As 
you know, this is an annual event to raise 
funds for reputable charitable organizations in 
Brevard County.  They are Life Recaptured 
(an organization that assists victims of sexual 
exploitation), Candlelighters of Brevard 
(provide families with children stricken with 
cancer, financial assistance), & Walk on Wa-
ter Horse Ministry, an organization assisting 
children with special needs and veterans suf-
fering from PTSD. The Spade and Trowel 
Garden Club will be hosting their 48th Annual 
Home Tour on Wednesday, November 15, 

2023, from 10AM to 4PM. There are two 
spectacular riverfront homes for your viewing 
pleasure, located on South Tropical Trail in 
Merritt Island, FL.  There will be free refresh-
ments for all attendees. Also, there will be a 
bake sale and arts and crafts sale.  Ticket 
prices are $20.00 in advance, & $25.00 at the 
door.  Tickets may be purchased at the fol-
lowing businesses: Sugas Hair Salon located 
at 1695 S. Courtenay, Merritt Island; Mee-
han's Office Supply at 900 E. New Haven 
Ave., Melbourne, FL; Candlelighters of Bre-
vard at 436 5th Avenue, Indialantic, FL, and 
Cabanas Boutique at 2275 N. Courtenay, 
Merritt Island, FL.  For additional information 
please call 321-750-7509 or 321-704-0165.” 
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KEEPING  

MERRITT  ISLAND  

BEAUTIFUL  

On Tue Sept. 19,  2023 I made a presentation of the facts 
surrounding the Feasibility Study & how it came to pass. I 
also noted that while there were errors in the Study, the fi-
nancial portion was extremely enlightening. If you follow this 
link, it will bring you to several documents that the Brevard 
Commissioners approved on Aug 8th. Please keep in mind 
that the map was wrong & the population numbers were 
wrong.  Hopefully these minor errors will be fixed in the future 
& we will have a completely accurate document. I hope to 
bring more clarity in the future to what the process of Incor-
porating would mean to a town of Merritt Island.    
           By Maurice Boudreau 
 
https://brevardfl.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?
ID=6304063&GUID=CAFBE5F0-AAA2-4E1E-B308-
1D4ADEB5C470&Options=&Search=  

COMMENTS REGARDING FEASIBILITY STUDY 
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SO, YOUR FLOWERS LOOK SAD, SPENT, OR  DEAD... 

Clean out the dead or dying stuff. 

Prepare or redo your mulch.  

Heap 2” to 3”  of mulch. 

Decide what to plant. vegetables, 

flowers, trees, or all 3?  

Will you be starting with seeds & 

then transplanting? If yes, now is 

the time to plant inside. 

FALL VEGETABLE PLANT-

ING GUIDE FOR  

CENTRAL FLORIDA  

Below are the vegetables & varie-

ties that do well in central Florida 

& when to plant them. For the 

Transplant Ability column, vegeta-

bles marked with “I” are easy to 

transplant (aka – start indoors first), 

& those with “III” aren’t recom-

mended for transplanting. 

Also included is a column for 

when to plant everything. Select a 

small plant starter OR 

Grow indoors for a month before 

transplanting outdoors. 

FLOWERS 

Know if you have a high salt con-

tent in your soil – Extension office 

– The amount of salt in your soil 

will determine what you can grow. 

Lots of colorful  Annuals: Impati-

ens, Petunias, Geraniums, Snap-

dragons, Pansies, 

Coleus (lots of color), Caladiums, 

Kale – Sun, Shade, Part Sun-Part 

Shade – 

Check instructions 

Some of the Many Perennials: 

Plumbago, Coral Honeysuckle, 

Mexican Sage, Firebush, 

Clerodendrum (Blue Butterfly 

Plant, Coreopsis, Bolivian Sunset 

Gloxinia, Canna) 

Coneflower, Gaillardia, Zinnias, 

Lantana, Butterfly Bush, Verbena – 

All of these are sun lovers ~ Add 2-

3 Fertilizer, Water  

frequently 

FLOWERING TREES 

Some native trees to check out: 

Loblolly-bay, Magnolias, Flat-

woods Plum, Chickasaw Plum, & 

Carolina Laurel-cherry 

Beauty Berry 
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DERELICT BOATS IN  THE LAGOON 
 We've all seen the abandoned boats increase in the Lagoon. 
Matt Culver, coordinator for Brevard County’s Boating and Wa-
terways Program, says, "Some are fully sunk and are hazards to 
navigation. Others are environmental hazards because they may 
leak fuels and chemicals. When they sink, they rip up the seagrass, 
which the fish need to survive.” 
 
 Brevard’s homeless often set up camp in boats that could sink 
at a moment’s notice.  Owners are responsible but “they are typi-
cally fixer-uppers someone bought without considering that it may 
take $5,000 to bring them back to working condition,” and are 
unable to afford the repairs or removal. [Quotes from Brevard De-
livers] To report a vessel, call FWC 888-404-3922 or Brevard 
County at 321-633-7130. 
 
 To hear an in-depth conversation between Officer Brian Smith 
(Melbourne Marine Unit) and Matt Culver, go to https://
helpthelagoon.org/ to listen to the Brevard IRL Coalition podcast 
"Derelict Boats in the IRL."   


