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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Good Day to everyone! It is with great sadness that I announce a
community leader and trail blazer has passed away recently. Her name
was Sue Ford, and she was the first female Port Commissioner as well
as many other firsts. She was a wonderful woman and a dear friend. I
am requesting all of you to find it in your heart to honor her in a
special and unique way. You will find a weblink to a form I’m asking
everyone to fill out and submit to Florida Today for Woman of the
Year. Here it is right here and you can copy and paste it or just click
on the link. https://floridatoday.wufoo.com/forms/
mnamflh0mxrdmi/
You can find additional information here
https://www.facebook.com/sue.ford.9862
This month we have two speakers; one from the Sherriff’s Dept
and Kelly Haugh from the Citizen’s For Florida Waterways. Kelly
will be able to answer lots of questions.
In April and May we have two speakers coming to inform us; one
from Wastewater Management and Port Commissioner Robyn Hattaway to speak about the growth of the Port.
Thank you & looking forward to seeing you Tue Mar 10th at 7pm.

By Maurice Boudreau

MARCH 10TH
PRESENTATION

This month the Brevard County
Sheriff's Office will give a presentation on Crime Prevention in our
East Merritt Island neighborhoods.
The Merritt Island Precinct will
share with us recent activity in our
area and how we can help the local
deputies to keep
our neighborhoods safe.

EMIHOA MEETING DATES:
Join us at our monthly (excluding June, July, August & December) meetings
Every second Tuesday at Lighthouse Church, 1250 N Banana Drive, MI
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LAGOON FRIENDLY YARDS
We’ve all heard that nitrogen and phosphorous feed
Stormwater Swale
Swale
the algae and contribute to the large algae blooms and Stormwater
St
John’s
River
Water Management
Management
fish kills. But did you realize that every time it rains, any St John’s River Water
District
chemicals, not just fertilizers, get carried into the La- District
goon through the water table as well as the streets? Anything you put in your yard or that ends up on your
driveway also gets carried into the waterways. This includes grass clippings, leaves and soap to wash your car.
We can help to keep the waterways clean by modifying our yards to minimize runoff from our properties.
Keep Brevard Beautiful Lagoon Friendly Lawns program
encourages local residents to use The Four Core Concepts to keep the Lagoon healthy: Minimize Nutrient Pollution, Reduce Turf Area, Reduce Stormwater Runoff
and Restore Ecosystem Benefits.
Reducing turf areas means less irrigation, less chemicals needed in your yard, less money spent on your yard
and less mowing. Irrigation that runs more than needed, like when it has rained, or that sprays on hard surfaces
like concrete, creates unnecessary runoff into the waterways carrying pollution.
Draw a map of the areas in your landscape where different types of activities take place: kids' play area, or a
quiet space for your morning coffee. Consider starting with an area of grass that is difficult to grow or the buffer
zone next to water. Maybe expand a garden bed or create a new one with curved lines. If the bed isn't next to the
house, lower the elevation of the soil a bit to create a shallow bowl. This will hold rain in your yard a bit longer,
water the plants better, keep mulch in place, and filter the water before it gets to the waterways. Using native
plants suited to the specific conditions of that spot is best because they have longer root systems that filter the
water better and are more drought tolerant.
Reducing runoff means reducing pollution into the waterways
which helps to restore the ecosystem benefits. Adding native plants
to your yard supports native birds and butterflies and the rest of the
ecosystem. For more information you can search "UF IFAS Stormwater Landscape" or go to fnps.org/plants to use the plant search
function for plants suited to the specific spots in your yard.
- Lisa Ruckman
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NEW GARBAGE RATES
The County Board of Commissioners voted to
go forward with a new contract with Waste
Management for County garbage & recycling
pickup. This will raise our rates by 39% which
will come to about a dollar a week more per single household. Waste Management had the lowest bid offered and there was no other lower
cost option presented. Commissioner Lober's
office stated that our rates will still be lower
than other counties. Some of the reasons given
by Waste Management for the increase was an
increase in cost for new vehicles, need to give
their employees raises and increased costs for
recycling processing. (China is no longer purchasing contaminated recycling containers.) As
there is a high rate of items that are not recyclable going into the recycle bins, please review the
county webpage to see which items can go into
the recycling bins. Also consider using your
food and yard waste for mulching and composting to feed your plants. - Lisa Ruckman

KEEP BREVARD
BEAUTIFUL
EVENT
CALENDAR
Beach N Boards Fest ~ March 13th-15th, 8am-5pm
Three whole days of fun, hosted by Ron Jon Surf Shop!
Vendors, food, the beach, and a surfing contest, what more
could you ask for? KBB is looking for volunteers to help keep
this event clean all weekend!
Go Green Fun Run ~ March 17th, 6:30-8:30pm
It's St. Patrick's Day and we're going green!
We partnered with Playalinda Brewing Company to bring you
this special plogging event! Run/jog/walk and pick up trash
along our route. Remember to dress in all green!
Tucker Cemetery Cleanup ~ March 21st, 8am-12pm
KBB is partnering with Veteran Cemetery Restorations, Inc.
to restore Tucker Cemetery in Melbourne.
38th Annual Trash Bash ~ April 4th, 8am-12pm
Trash Bash is quickly approaching! Help your city win $500
to donate to their nonprofit of choice. Be the city with the
greatest volunteers or greatest amount of trash collected!
Visit our web site for locations throughout the county.
3rd Annual LFL Plant Sale ~ April 18th, 8am-2pm
Music, vendors, food, workshops, plants, & more! Join us for
a day of fun at our Lagoon Friendly Lawn Plant Sale!
Register at our web site

For more information please call 321.631.0501 or
visit www.keepbrevardbeautiful.org
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EMIHOA.ORG
P O BOX 540511
Merritt Island, FL 32954-0511

TO INFORM, TO EDUCATE & TO PROTECT
Time to Renew or Join
Annual Membership $15/family
Name: _______________________________
Email: ________________________________
Address: ______________________________
City/State/Zip: ________________________
Tel: _________________________________
Bring this to the Meeting or Mail with your check to:
EMIHOA, P O Box 540511,
Merritt Island, FL 32954-0511
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